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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 19, 2018 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair 

Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair  
Mr. Anthony Arrington 
Mr. Leland Freie  
Ms. Linda Topinka 
Dr. Ruth White 

 
Commissioners Absent: Mr. Esaie Toingar  

 
Staff Present: Ms. Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator 
 Mr. Bernie Walther, Investigator 

Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:   Yer Vang, Danielle Brazant 
  
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Guest Speaker Yer L. Vang, Director of Immigration Legal Services, Catholic Charities 

Bernie Walther, Investigator, introduced Yer Vang, the Director of Immigrant Legal Services with 
Catholic Charities. Mr. Walther stated in addition to her presentation tonight, Ms. Vang will be a 
guest speaker at the Legacies Series featuring Immigrants & Refugees tomorrow night.  
 
Yer Vang, Director of Immigrant Legal Services with Catholic Charities, stated Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Dubuque was founded in 1931 as a non-profit and social service 
organization that responds to persons in need and works to achieve justice in our society. Ms. 
Vang stated Catholic Charities serves 30 counties in northeast Iowa and their services include 
providing affordable housing, legal services for immigrant families, etc.  

Commissioner Arrington joined the meeting at 5:35 p.m.  
 
Commissioner White joined the meeting at 5:36 p.m. 
 
Ms. Vang explained some of the legal services provided by Catholic Charities including assisting 
families with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival (DACA) and citizenship and adjustment of 
status (green card). Ms. Vang stated immigrants can obtain legal status in the United States through 
a family based approach or an employment based approach. Ms. Vang stated Catholic Charities 
works with individuals on the family based approach and shared the estimated wait times stating 
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they have increased compared to previous years. Ms. Vang identified certain actions that would 
disqualify an individual from receiving immigration benefits such as committing a crime, voting, 
claiming to be a United States citizen, etc.  
 
Commissioner Freie asked what changes Ms. Vang would make if she were able to. Ms. Vang 
stated laws and policies that respond to workforce needs, reunification of families and having 
secure borders need to be created.  
 
Ms. Vang explained constitutional rights pertaining to immigrants and shared 2018 immigration 
trends. Ms. Vang stated filling out forms incorrectly could lead to appearance in court and possible 
deportation. Ms. Vang stated people can refer anyone with immigration questions to their agency.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked what the refugee program regarding resettlement was. Ms. Vang 
stated Catholic Charities used to help refugees resettling in the United States find housing, address 
language barriers, find schools and shopping centers, etc. Ms. Vang stated under new policies they 
did not meet certain requirements and no longer provide the service. Ms. Vang stated Catherine 
McAuley is the local agency that provides this service. 
 
Yer Vang and Bernie Walther left the meeting at 6:19 p.m.  
 

V. Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Rippy moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Topinka seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 
 

VI. Action Items 
Motion authorizing the CRCRC Chair to sign a FY19 Cooperative Agreement with the Iowa Civil Rights 
Commission and staff to take additional action as necessary to fully execute the agreement 
This discussion was postponed until after the Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison report.  
 
Keith Rippy, Vice Chair, stated this is the agreement the Commission enters into each year with 
the Iowa Civil Rights Commission. 
 
Commissioner Rippy moved to authorize the Commission Chair, Salma Igram, to sign the FY19 
Cooperative Agreement with the Iowa Civil Rights Commission and staff to take additional action 
as necessary to fully execute the agreement. Commissioner Freie seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved.  
 

VII. Report from Chair 
Commissioner Igram, Chair, stated she and Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, attended the 
Veterans Stand Down event and it was very well attended. Commissioner Igram stated many 
people stopped by the booth to ask questions and get information. Commissioner Igram stated she 
spoke with individuals from the City of Cedar Rapids and nothing has changed regarding LaSheila 
Yates’ absence. 
 

VIII. Committee Reports 
Outreach Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Freie stated he had no report. 
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
Danielle Brazant, Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison, stated at the September Marion Civil 
Rights Commission (MCRC) meeting, the MCRC discussed the grant that is being provided by the 
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Marion City Council. Ms. Brazant stated the lawyer for the City of Marion is involved and they 
hope everything with the grant will be finalized by the end of the year. Ms. Brazant stated the 
MCRC is finishing up their outreach for the year. Ms. Brazant stated Renee is the MCRC liaison 
and she has been filling in for her as Renee’s husband is in the hospital for a kidney transplant. Ms. 
Brazant stated Renee might not be at meetings the remainder of the year.  
 
Danielle Brazant left the meeting at 6:24 p.m. and the Commission went to Action Items.  
 

IX. Director’s Report 
Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, stated the amount of HUD funds that will be received this 
fiscal year has decreased from last year. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the FHAP financial account is 
currently budgeted for $32,000 but the Commission is only receiving $21,500 from HUD. Ms. 
Abejo-Parker stated the Commission has approximately $58,000 in carryover funds for the FHAP 
financial account. 
 
Commissioner Arrington asked why the funding is short this year. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated there 
are three funding categories that make up the total funding amount including case processing, 
administrative costs and training. Ms. Abejo-Parker shared the funding amounts received under 
each category and shared the funding amounts received under each category in the previous fiscal 
year. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the reason for the decrease in case processing funds is because the 
Commission only closed four cases in the previous fiscal year. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the reason 
for the decrease in training funds is that HUD changed the way in which they calculate the funding 
amount. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission is able to use carryover funds to supplement the 
funding decrease this fiscal year.  
 
Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission is on track to close the required eight housing cases this 
year as two are already closed, one is under investigation and one is at intake phase. Commissioner 
Freie asked why the Commission only closed four cases in the previous fiscal year. Ms. Abejo-
Parker stated the Commission recently received a new monitor with HUD and the previous 
monitor communicated cases involving HUD funded properties should be waived to HUD for 
investigation. Because of this, the Commission referred nine phone calls to HUD in the previous 
fiscal year. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated staff was recently informed we are able to investigate HUD 
funded properties. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the case report shared each month in the agenda 
packet outlines cased closed for housing and non-housing cases. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the 
Commission is welcome to check in with staff regarding case closures at any time.  
 
Commissioner Igram requested a report showing the cases closed last fiscal year be shared at the 
next Commission meeting to show a comparison of each month. Alicia Abernathey, 
Administrative Assistant, stated she will include the case report showing all closures for the 
previous fiscal year in the packet with the current case report for the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Freie asked if HUD is aware the Commission has approximately $58,000 in 
carryover funds. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated HUD reviews both the FHAP budget and general fund 
budget as part of a Performance Assessment Report every two years. Therefore, HUD should be 
aware of the carryover funds from each year.  
 
Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Finance Committee will meet in November to discuss the budgets and 
decide how to handle the decrease in funding. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated staff is currently working 
on the FY20 budget with Al Soukup, the Commission’s Budget Analyst.  
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Ms. Abejo-Parker stated staff and Commissioners recently attended Veterans Stand Down and 
Festival Latino. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Legacies Series featuring Immigrants & Refugees will 
take place tomorrow night. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission’s annual report was finalized 
with a new design and was published at the end of August. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the 
Commission received a Performance Assessment Report from HUD yesterday, which included a 
review of activities and investigations from May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2017. Staff will review the 
document for accuracy and report any necessary changes to HUD. Staff has already found a few 
errors within the report.  
 
Commissioner Igram thanked Ms. Abejo-Parker for her leadership during LaSheila Yates’ absence.  

 
X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Rippy moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:43 p.m. Commissioner Topinka seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


